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brought out. pergL- and Cullen claim that much less hemorrhage 
is cause! by this method than by the use or the knife, since manv of 
the branching vessels arc rather pushed aside by the wire than'eut 
through the cut being made in the direction in which thev slope In¬ 
ti smooth, yielding surface, whereas the sharp, hard edge of the knife 
passing ill the reverse direction, simply cuts through all vessels in 
its path rlns claim is supported by two series of experiments 
in one of which transverse, in the other longitudinal cuts were 
made in the kidneys. It was found by accurate measurement of 
tile hemorrhage for a period of twenty seconds that in both series the 
ratio of the amount of hemorrhage in the wire-cut to that in the knife- 
cut cases was about I to 2. In the former the hemorrhage was almost 
entirely venous, with very rarely a small spurting vessel, and was easiiv 
controlled by mere approximation of the surfaces, or by hot gauze- 
in the latter, spurting vessels were often seen on the cut"surface ami 
at times compression of the artery had to lie resorted to to control 
the bleeding. One month after operation the dogs were killed, and 
t 1 C kidneys examined microscopically. It was found in all cases 
that the infarct, and consequent destruction of kidnev substance, 
occurring after the knife operation was much larger than after the 
use or the wire. In conclusion, a series of cases are reported in which 
‘ , 'i 1 ™ has been used on human subjects by Hulstcd. Kellv 
and 1. b. Cullell, with, on the whole, very favorable results so far as 
hemorrhage is concerned. 


End Results of Nephrectomy in Renal Tuberculosis.— I ska hi. ( Folia 
im ugiat, 1911, vi f 257) presents his conclusions based upon the 
* 1 * iO- “** w,scs ,°. f nephrectomy for renal tuberculosis, 170 of 
these being cases of his own; the information concerning the others 
was obtained through personal communication with some twentv 
of the best-known European urologie surgeons. Mis most important 
conclusions drawn from this large material may be summarized as 
follows: 1 here is no spontaneous cure of renal tuberculosis; tuber¬ 
culin treatment does not cure it; the only thing that does cure it is 
early nephrectomy. The total mortality, t. /•., both “early” (within 
six months of operation) and “late,” amounts to 25 per cent of ail 
cases operated on, so that three-fourths of the patients arc saved bv 
the operation. Nephrectomy in cases of unilateral tuberculosis pre¬ 
vents its development in the opposite kidney in most cases, but a 
healthy kidney will become infected from a tuberculous one which 
is not removed much more frequently than from any other focus, 
in bilateral kidney tuberculosis nephrectomy should be done onlv 
where there is severe destruction of one organ with only an incipient 
attention in tI,e “dier, associated with frequent, severe hemorrhages 
or intolerable pain. In cases of unilateral tuberculosis associated 
with liright s disease, nephrectomy should be done only if the danger 
from the tuberculous kidney seems to be greater than that from the 
lack of s'ecreting parenchyma. Toxic conditions of the opposite kidnev 
other than Bright’s, generally clear up after a nephrectomy, in 
unilateral tuberculosis the bacilli disappear from the urine in* three- 
fourths of all cases, this being determined by inoculation. They may 
persist, however, without producing symptoms for as long as seventeen 



DERMATOLOGY 


rS ,f ^V S ’ At ,° ly1 ' EIln <i“«S.-jL-.VN DE AZL r A (Itcckta 
Chmca dc Madrid, November 1, 1010) reports the case of a physician 
who was addicted to morphine and cocaine, the latter suggesting to 
him tile idea of parasites upon the skin. First, mercurial inunctions 
r P , 1 ^ “V , ' n; .'S 1 . ,lc ‘! parasites, followed l.y stomatitis, 
' 0 “‘rty-threc days injections of atoxyl, which was followed 
b\ total bhndncss (papillary atrophy). 

*v “ -1— 

Rhlnosderoma Cured by X-ray Treatment.-S. Poi.litzeh (Journal 

Cutaneous Diseases, August, 1910) records an instance of this dis¬ 
tinctly rare disease (very seldom encountered in the United States) 
occurring in an Austrian woman, which was cured by the rr-ravs’ 
three years having elapsed after cure without recurrence. Distinct 
improvement was recorded two weeks after beginning the treatment. 
(Cases of cure by other ohservers, especially in Austria, have been 
recorded from time to time during the last decade.—L. A. D.) 

The Treatment of Erythematous Lupus with the X-rays.— Moiiehg 
(Archie f. Dermatologic u. Syphilis, Hand evii. Heft 1 to 3) lias treated 
IS cases of erythematous lupus of varying degrees of severity with 
donloTV 11 ^ 15 tho . ro,, f;! ,l - v convinced that this agent has an un- 
fnnn ih eirect upon the disease. It docs not exert a specific effect 
upon the malady such as it exhibits m epithelial new formations, sneh 
.is \cmicii and epithelioma; and in order to obtain effects superficial 
or deep destruction of the treated parts must be produced. In 0 out 
or the S eases treated a cure without recurrence was obtained; a cure 
but followed by recurrence, in 4 cases; in (i cases, while the cure was 
not complete, a very inconsiderable portion or the disease was loft 
in the last - cases the favorable effect of the treatment was quite clear 
but the patients ceased attendance too early. The author is quite 
coin meed that, although by no means an ideal treatment, the ar-ravs 
have a very important place, along with other local treatment, in the 
therapeutics of this most obstinate disease. 

®" emat “ i n d 1 Wngworm.-\V,imtEU. (British Journal of Verm,doing,,, 
Jcbruary, 1911), under the title. Some Notes on Tinea Circinatu ” 
calls attention to a form of ringworm occurring on the hands and feet 
wiiieli is usually indistinguishable from an acute vesicular eczema 
without the aid of the microscope, and which is. in consequence, verv 
liable to be mistaken for this latter affection. Whitfield, a few vear's 
ago, called attention to this form of ringworm, and has since been col¬ 
lecting new cases; he now reports 7 additional ones. In these 7 eases 
there was a vesicular eruption upon tile hands or rect, and the presence 
ol the trichophyton fungus was demonstrated in all of them. In the 
treatment of tins form of ringworm Whitfield has found an ointment 
containing 3 per cent, of saliyelic acid and 5 per cent, of benzoic acid 
very eifeetivc. 


New Researches upon the Etiology of Alopecia Areata.-SAiiouiuuD 
(Annalcs dc Dermatologic ct dc Syphiligraphic, 1911, Xo. 2), from u recent 
clinical study of 100 cases of alopecia areata taken at random, concludes 
as follows: In LL per cent, of the cases of alopecia areata, at least, 



